Jeremiah
Introduction—The prophet’s call (1)
I. National—Messages to Judah (2-33)
A. Condemnation (2-24)
1. The nation generally (2-20)
2. The leaders specifically (21-24)
B. Captivity (25-29)
C. Restoration (30-33)
II. Personal—Jeremiah’s sufferings (34-45)
A. Before the siege of Jerusalem (34-39)
B. After the siege, with the remnant (40-45)
III. International—Messages to the nations (46-51)
A. Egypt (46)
B. Philistia (47)
C. Moab (48)
D. Ammon (49:1-6)
E. Edom (49:7-22)
F. Syria, Kedar, Elam (49:23-39)
G. Babylon (50-51) (Babylon is mentioned 168 times in Jeremiah)
Conclusion—the Prophet’s captivity and release (52)

Lamentations
This book is a series of “funeral poems” marking the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. It is written in acrostic form: each of
the twenty-two verses in chapters 1, 2, 4, and 5 starts with a succeeding letter of the Hebrew alphabet; in chapter 3, there are three
verses given to each letter. No book in the Bible reveals the suffering heart of God over sin as does this one. See Jer. 13:17 and Matt.
23:36-38.
Lamentations 1-5
This is a collection of five “lamentations” or “funeral dirges” commemorating the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians in 586 B.C.
Jeremiah was witness to this tragic event. His heart was broken as he saw Jerusalem and the temple destroyed, the people slain, and the
prisoners taken off to captivity in Babylon. We can see the prophet’s tears all through the book. From this book we can learn five
important lessons about God and His will.
I. The Awfulness of God’s Judgments (1:1-6)
II. The Righteousness of God’s Wrath (1:18-22)
III. The Truthfulness of God’s Word (2:17)
IV. The Tenderness of God’s Heart (1:12-16)
V. The Faithfulness of God’s Mercy (3:18-36)
In times of trouble we need to imitate Jeremiah who looked away from himself to the Lord, and who waited on the Lord in patience and
faith (3:24-26). Too often we look at ourselves and our problems and become so discouraged that we quit. Instead, we must “look away
unto Jesus” (Heb. 12:1-2) and let Him see us through. It is difficult to wait on the Lord. Our fallen nature craves activity, and usually what
we do only makes matters worse. Jeremiah waited on the Lord, trusted in His mercy, and depended on His faithfulness. He knew the
truth of Isa. 40:31, “Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and
not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”

